






FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES OF IOWA

Investing in Brighter Futures

The Foundation for CFI cultivates relationships with individuals 
and organizations who are concerned for those who have 
nowhere else to turn. The Foundation is responsible for raising 
fi nancial support and public awareness, allowing CFI to continue 
to meet the needs of the community. During fi scal year 2011-
2012, the Foundation for CFI raised $4,530,312 to support 
programs, services and capital needs.

Public Grants

Each year, the Foundation for CFI receives funding from a variety 
of public grants at the city, county, state and federal levels. The 
Foundation received more than $3 million through public grant 
funding during fi scal year 2011-2012.

United Way

United Way is committed to making an impact in Iowa’s 
communities, and CFI is proud to be a United Way Agency off ering 
vital services across Iowa. United Way allocates funds to three of 
our program areas which include Early Childhood Development 
Services, Mental Health Services and Domestic Violence Services. 
United Way allocated $765,449 in program support to CFI last year.

In-Kind Donations

Every month, the Foundation for CFI receives hundreds of dollars 
worth of in-kind donations. Contributions include cause related 
marketing, clothing, school supplies, baby supplies, personal 
care items, linens, and food for our clients.

The Foundation coordinates an annual statewide holiday 
toy drive – the Coaches Toy Drive – through a partnership 
with Applebee’s and Carlos O’Kelly’s restaurants. Last year we 
collected nearly 4,000 toys to brighten the holidays for Iowa 
children in our care.

Many of the families served by CFI subsist on extremely limited 
incomes. The Foundation organizes an Adopt-A-Family program 
to collect holiday gift items for families in need. In 2011, 60 
sponsors adopted 260 families, providing a brighter holiday for 
children and their parents.

Individual and Corporate Gifts

During fi scal year 2011-2012, 839 individuals and corporations 
contributed $684,919 to Children & Families of Iowa’s programs.

A Gift for the Children of Tomorrow

The Endowment for CFI ensures that the services provided by CFI 
will be available for future generations. Individuals who make 
a gift of $1,000 or more to the Endowment are recognized as 
members of CFI’s Heritage Society. A complete list of Heritage 
Society members can be found on our website.

For a complete list of all our donors, please visit us online at www.cfi owa.org.



EVENTS

Tango

Last year’s ninth annual Tango took place Saturday, August 20, 
2011 at the Sheraton in West Des Moines to raise funds and 
awareness for CFI’s Domestic Violence Services. Nearly 400 guests 
danced, tried their luck at gaming tables, and bid on live and 
silent auction items. The event raised a total of $158,442. A special 
thank you to honorary event chairs Tracey and Jeff  Rommel.

Panera Princess Party

The Panera Princess Party has become wildly popular with little 
princesses who want to help children and families in need while 
receiving the royal treatment. On Saturday, September 17, 2011 
at the Jordan Creek Town Center Food Court, 750 attendees 
enjoyed breakfast, and had the opportunity to meet their 
favorite princesses, have their hair and nails done, participate in 
princess crafts and activities, and watch a princess movie. The 
event sold out for the third year in a row, and raised more than 
$28,000. Breakfast and underwriting support were provided by 
Panera Bread.

Holiday Classic

Golfers braved the cooler temperatures and had a great time 
playing in the Annual Holiday Classic held at Terrace Hills Golf 
Course. The event was on Saturday, November 5, 2011 and raised 
over $7,000 for CFI programs.

Kidsfest, presented by Veridian Credit Union

CFI’s signature event, Kidsfest, continued to draw large crowds 
in support of CFI’s programs. On March 2-4, 2012 the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds Varied Industries Building welcomed more than 
15,500 children and parents to enjoy infl atables, a gamers’ area, 
wildlife exhibits, kids’ glamour spa, pedal tractor pull, circus train, 
fi ngerprint ID booth, toddler town, and performances by Queen 
Robota – the 8-foot tall comic robot. Special guests included 
Dora the Explorer, Star Wars and Veggie Tales characters, Spider-
Man and the Arabian Princess! More than $181,000 was raised to 
help Iowa children in need.

Boys will be Boys, sponsored by Incredible Buff et & 
Fun Center and EMC National Life Company

This event gives the boys their very own party. Held at Incredible 
Buff et & Fun Center on Saturday May 19, 2012, the second annual 
Boys will be Boys event attracted more than 100 attendees and 
their parents. Incredible Buff et & Fun Center provided breakfast 
and game cards to use in the arcade. Spider-Man, Bat Man and 
Star Wars characters posed for pictures with fans. The Urbandale 
Fire Department and TMC Transportation also had trucks out for 
kids to tour.

*All event amounts are gross income.

Visit www.cfi owa.org for current event information
or to see how you can become involved TODAY!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2011-2012

Executive Committee

President 

John Finn
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc.

Vice President, Strategic Planning

Vicki Hedlin
Community Volunteer

Vice President, Governance

Jonathan Kramer
Whitfi eld & Eddy, PLC

Board Members

Helen Adams, Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc.

David Arens, Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

Wendell Crosser, Allied, Titan & Nationwide   

 Agribusiness

Derek Folden, Iowa Finance Authority

Michael Grossman, McGladrey & Pullen, LLP

Kerrie Liedtke, Value Wealth Management, LLC

Dana Maudlin-Frey, Principal Global Services

Brent McLaren, FBL Financial Group, Inc.

Shelly Meighan, Principal Financial Group

Rosemary Parson, EquiTrust Life Insurance Company

Rob Seiler, EMC Insurance Companies

C. Ann Shelton, Mid-America Group

Becky Ubben, Mercy Medical Center

Rose Vasquez, Attorney

Harvey Weinberg, Principal Financial  Group

Carmen Yancey, Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc.

Vice President, Audit

Michael Skokan
Hy-Vee, Inc.

Vice President, Advocacy

David Fett-Jones
Mercy Medical Center

Secretary/Treasurer

Barrie Christman
Principal Financial Group

Past President

Kate Murphy
State of Iowa Department 
of Transportation

Tangello | 3 years old



BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2011-2012

Executive Committee

President

Lynsey Oster
Continental Western Group

President Elect/Vice President, 

Board Development

Dr. Ken Cheyne
Blank Children’s Hospital

Treasurer

John Forst
ITAGroup, Inc.

Secretary

Michele Druker
Wellmark, Inc.

Past President

Deon Pitsor
Bank of America

Vice President, Community Campaign

Scott Frost
Morgan Stanley

Vice President, Cultivation

Diane Howe
Principal Financial Group

Vice President, Events

Dawn Vandermillen
Community Volunteer

Vice President, Investments 

Julie Middleswart
Ernst & Young

Vice President, Marketing

Eric Faust
EMC National Life Co.

Trustees

Erik Askelsen, AVIVA USA

Paul Erickson, Bankers Trust Company

Linda Gibbs, CB Richard Ellis/Hubbell Commercial

Becky Knutson, Davis, Brown, Koehn, 
 Shors & Roberts, P.C.

Nathan Overberg, Ahlers & Cooney, P.C.

Tim Quick, South Story Bank & Trust

Scott Reddig, GuideOne Insurance

Amy Jo Reimer-Myers, The University of Iowa

Carrie Theisen, Wells Fargo Bank

Jill Thompson Hansen, West Bank

Jeff  Yurgae, Mueller-Yurgae Associates, Inc.

Taeyanna  | 4 years old




