
Dropping out of high school causes daily struggles 
for youth. After being kicked out of his parents’ 
home, 19-year-old Steve* found himself living with 
his grandmother. In no uncertain terms his father 
had said, “Get a job, go to school, or move out!” 
This left Steve feeling defeated. He knew he needed 
to do something, but he couldn’t hold a job even 
though he was trying. When he was able to find a 
job, he couldn’t keep it.
Family members suggested Steve look into Children 
& Families of Iowa’s (CFI) programs that support 
teens in transition. These programs include the 
Youth Employment Program (YEP) and Connect 
2 Careers (C2C). They serve low-income youth 
ages 14-24 who are experiencing life challenges 
such as: at-risk of dropping out of school, lacking 
occupational skills/goals, foster care placement, prior 
court involvement, pregnancy or parenting, reading 
and math skills that are below grade level, or other 
barriers to success.
After meeting with CFI staff, Steve decided to enroll in 
YEP. With the financial resources and encouragement 
CFI offered, he then enrolled in High School 
Equivalency classes, called HiSET. After enrolling, it 
only took Steve six weeks to earn his high school 
diploma!
With the first step in his plan accomplished, 
Steve was able to create his resume and practice 
interview skills with staff. To help narrow down his 
career options, CFI provided skills assessments. 
Steve showed a real interest in and talent for the 
building trades, and was placed with a local electrical 
company for on-the-job training as an electrician.
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Helping Youth Who Drop Out And Are Unemployed...

After creating resumes, youth participate in mock job interviews 
led by local employers. 

Graduation day is a happy occasion for clients and their families.
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YOUTHANK

Erik Kreissler, Kum & Go, and Sarah 
Vinchattle, Wells Fargo, with team members 
Shelly and Jon Renaud, at Family Tees Golf 
Tournament on June 24, 2019.

Volunteers

learn more at cfiowa.org

New Board Members
Please join us in extending a warm welcome 
to incoming board members.

Ann Smisek 
Board of Trustees

Tera Jordan 
Board of Directors

Special thanks to the following individuals who 
volunteered for Children & Families of Iowa from 
May 1 - June 30, 2019:
Susan Andersen
Marnee Bragg
Lynette Brown
Beth Clark
Brooke Collins
AJ Enos
Jessica Esquival
Austin Fee
Heidi Flowers

Kassandra Gay
Said Hameed
Jameriaus Hobbs
Dalton 

Knickerbocker
Jericha Mack
Marilyn Martin
Payton Peet
Megan Perkins
Terry Petersen

Mark Rubin
Qhonda 	

Sawyer
Taylar Shepherd
Wendy 	

Stauffacher
Claire  

Smith-Larson 
Jerrica Wynn

“Erik Kreissler has been part of the Foundation for 
Children & Families of Iowa’s events committee for two 
years. He has served on the Tango and Family Tees 
Planning Committees as well as the Events Task-Force. 
He has gone above and beyond expectations. His 
positive attitude and willingness to increase community 
awareness, work hard and share ideas has made 
him an invaluable asset to the Foundation. We thank 
Erik for all he does to make our events successful.” 
Amy Stapp-Arpy, CDO/VP of Development and 
Communications.

“I was very blessed to grow up with a great education 
and have a family that was very supportive in 
everything I did. When I began to realize that there are 
so many children out there that don’t have the same 
opportunities or support in life, I felt that I needed to 
get involved immediately to begin doing my part in 
supporting and caring for these struggling children.

After graduating from Iowa State and beginning my 
career with Kum & Go, I had an urge to start making 
a larger impact within our communities. I sought out 
my companies’ COO to get his opinion on non-profit 
organizations that support amazing causes, and CFI 
was at the top of his list.

The integrity of this organization is unmatched. 
When looking for organizations to be a part of, you 

want to make sure their values align with that of your 
own and you want to make sure your efforts aren’t 
wasted. The funds that are raised through the events 
CFI hosts are undoubtedly used in the most effective 
ways possible to fund their projects, facilities, and 
services towards the struggling children and families 
they support. After seeing one of the early childhood 
school facilities in Des Moines, I could see the great 
things they are trying to do, but I also saw the need 
they have for volunteers and donors to truly make an 
impact on the families within our community. 

The almost two years I’ve volunteered for CFI have 
gone by so quickly 
and I can’t wait to 
see all the good 
this organization 
continues to do 
in the years to 
come. Thank 
you to all that 
have supported 
this amazing 
organization!”

- Erik Kreissler, 
Kum & Go 

Brent Walker 
Board of Trustees

Thank You Erik Kreissler 
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Tribute Gifts
The following gifts were given to the Foundation for Children 
& Families of Iowa between July 1, 2018 and June 30, 2019. To 
make a gift in honor or in memory of a loved one, friend or 
organization, please complete and mail the enclosed donation 
envelope or visit www.cfiowa.org/give-cfi

In honor of  
Jack and Susan Bohlender

Patty Bohlender

In honor of Robert Brownell

Sandra Swanson

In honor of Beth Carlson

Carl Moses

In honor of  
Judy and Joe Carney

Ron and Clarice Rubek

In honor of  
Pamela Christoffers 

Carl Moses

In honor of Debra Dobesh

Diane Hartschen

In honor of  
The Douglas Family 

Jim and Jan Douglas

In honor of Eric Faust

Julie Hanson

Jenifer Mercer Klimowski &  
Kevin Klimowski

Michelle and Ryan Struck

In honor of  
Kris & Dick Fratzke

Bryce Fratzke

In honor of Deborah Gannon

Carl Moses

In honor of Dr. Kevin Gannon

Carl Moses

In honor of  
Sean, Everest and  
Laurelei Abramowitz

Patricia Beach Smith

In honor of Carol Hall

Carl Moses

In honor of Frances Hassman

Larry and Dotta Hassman

In honor of Kevin Haver

Kristi Hetland

In honor of Shanna Howell

Carl Moses

In honor of Linda Jensen

Marty and Terri Trepp

In honor of Penny Krause

Jeffrey Krause

In honor of Holly Kruger

Dennis Kruger

In honor of Phil & Jody Kruger

Dennis Kruger

In honor of Bill Mann

Jeffrey Krause

In honor of  
Michael and Rhonda McCoy

Anonymous

www.cfiowa.org

Children & Families of Iowa@CFIowa

LE ARN MORE

Get A Job! (Continued from Page 1)

Through his hard work and willingness to keep trying, Steve has exceeded 
his mentor’s expectations – he was hired as an apprentice. This provided 
him with the opportunity to earn as he learns.
“I’m excited about my future and plan to continue working hard”, says 
Steve. “Only seven months ago, I didn’t have any money, and no real  
plans. Now I have a car, a job, and goals. Hard work does pay off if you 
keep trying”. 
Steve is one of the lucky ones who was able to find the guidance he 
needed through CFI’s work readiness programs. According to the 2018 
Kids Count data book, eight percent of Iowa 17-year-olds are not in  
school and have not graduated. High school graduates earn, on average, 
nearly $10,000 more each year than high school dropouts. (Employment 
Policy Foundation). 
With your support, young adults like Steve can overcome the obstacles that 
keep them from finding success, opportunities and employment. 
*Name has been changed to protect client confidentiality.

IN  HONOR OF

Pure joy at one of CFI’s work readiness 
program’s graduations. 
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In honor of Paul Rider

Carl Moses

In honor of Jen Roszak 

Dave Roszak

In honor of  
Chad and Emily Rubner

Alyssa Brannen

In honor of  
Robert R. Russell, II

Beverly Russell Fisher

In honor of  
Laverne Seamster

Maria Harper Davis

In honor of  
Loretta and Dr. Bob Sieman

Woody Brenton and  
Michelle Book

Sandra Swanson

In honor of Kathy Slater

Nicole Selinger

In honor of Tobin Jay Smith

Fred and Fran Smith

In honor of  
Saralyn Sue Smith 
Collingwood

Fred and Fran Smith

In honor of Marie Spieler

Steven and Kimberly Baltes

In honor of  
survivors of  
domestic violence

Jessica Menken

In honor of  
Anita Terry’s birthday

Sue Terry

In honor of  
Connie Thompson

Debra Garnes

In honor of Denise Toney

Tricia Mootz

In honor of Jean Warm

May Cao

 In honor of  
Ross and Sonia Wastvedt

Carl Moses

In honor of Patricia Williams

Carl Moses

In honor of  
Kathleen and  
Larry Zimpleman

Thomas Zimpleman

In honor of Sandra McGee

Martha Anderson and  
Robert Brammer

In honor of Erin Neswold

Robert and Lynn Neswold

In honor of Joyce Nicholas

Jennifer Burns

In honor of Toby Parriott

Susan and David Spalding

In honor of Nadine Paulsen

Thomas Press and  
Donna Paulsen

In honor of  
Sandra Rasmussen

Jeff and Brenda Rasmussen

In honor of Pam Rees

Carl Moses

IN  MEMORY OF

IN HONOR OF (co ntinu e d)

In memory of  
Roy Aksamit
Judy Cantrell
In memory of  
Robert M. Anderson 
Martha Anderson and  
Robert Brammer
In memory of  
Randall J. Avis
Sheri Avis Horner
In memory of  
Rachel Barrett
Barbara Barrett
Ann Gerber Sakaguchi
In memory of  
Julie Ann Bartz
Elizabeth McLaughlin
In memory of  
Sharon Beecher
Anonymous
In memory of Anne Boye 
Arthur Turner

In memory of  
Douglas Bruning
Kerry Bruning
In memory of  
Tina Campbell
John and Barbara Campbell
In memory of  
Libby Caufield
Ann Sparks
In memory of  
Mary Clemens
Jaey and Brenda Sedlacek
In memory of  
Leo Crimmins
Craig and Mary Jo Friederich
In memory of  
Chadee Deen
Jane Eppel
In memory of  
Richard Foss
Anonymous
In memory of Rob Foster
12th floor, Scottish Rite Park

In memory of  
William Frantz
Des Moines  
Obedience Training Club
Donald and  
Peggy Goldsberry
Jack Pester
Genevieve Smith
UAW Local 450
In memory of  
David Gleason
Chris Gleason
In memory of  
Judy Gordon
Smoky Mountain  
Information Systems
In memory of  
Rosalia Greco LaBella
James and Angela Romig
In memory of  
Kathleen A. Grosland
David Grosland
In memory of  
Richard Harrell
Linda Harrell

In memory of  
Erma Hawkins
Anonymous
In memory of Jerry Hewus
Nola Hewus
In memory of  
Dennis Patrick Hurley
Sheila Dalton
In memory of Curtis Illg
Diane Olson
In memory of  
Sammie Johnson
Maria Harper Davis
In memory of  
Merle and Helen Kreager
Michael and Priscilla Kreager
In memory of  
Richard Muñoz
Ivadell Fry
In memory of  
Dorothy Murphy
Judith Gustafson
In memory of  
Herbert Murphy
Pauline Murphy4



Through your tribute gift to 
Children & Families of Iowa, you 
helped at-risk children and families 
across Iowa find the support they 
need to live happier, healthier lives. 

For a tour of one of our programs, 
please call 515-697-7972.

THANK
YOU

In memory of  
Mary Ovrom
Kristin and Robert 
Steingreaber
In memory of  
Sharon Parriott
Susan and David Spalding
In memory of  
Donald & Virginia Rowen
Elizabeth Regenold
In memory of Kay Ryan
Jeanette Andrews
Teresa Borromeo
Craig Else
Edith Else
Maryfrances Evans
Steven and Sally Gaer
Ryan Harrison
Matt Huth

Missy Johansen
Colleen Kuethe
Jean Ryan
Linda Southard
Stuart Walker
Lin Warren
In memory of  
Kaitlyn Schabacker 
Mary L. Schabacker
In memory of  
Randall Schabacker
Mary L. Schabacker
In memory of  
David Smith
D. Colleen Haug
In memory of  
Bruce H. Staples
Dr. Lawrence and  
Marilyn Staples

In memory of  
Peg Stevenson
D. Colleen Haug
In memory of  
Kimberly A. Traylor
Joseph Traylor
In memory of  
Elizabeth Turner
Arthur Turner
In memory of  
Jeff Van Ommen 
Kathy Ahnen
Dale and Joann Van Ommen
In memory of  
James T. Weymiller
Franklin and Jean Weymiller
In memory of  
Patricia Wright

Jaci Wright
In memory of  
Roger Wright
Jaci Wright
In memory of Janet Yori
Dianne Fagner
In memory of  
Jeff Zimpleman
Kristin Gallagher
David and Joanne Tigges
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FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES OF IOWA

2018-2019 Snapshot
Total Number of Gifts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   3,613
Annual Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $1,193,637
Planned giving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$538,570
First Time Donors (562) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $97,301*
In-Kind Donations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     $16,047
TOTAL SUPPORT RAISED through JUNE 30, 2019. . . . . . . . .        $2,313,904
*Includes monetary and in-kind donations

Heath and Dalton Bullock,  
President, Foundation Board of Trustees 2018-2019
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CALENDARS
YOURMARK

Thank you to all our Family Tees Golf Tournament  
sponsors, volunteers and golfers!

For up-to-date information and registration for CFI events, visit cfiowa.org.

Summer Golf EventsCFI

Save the date!
Saturday, September 28, 2019 
Jordan Creek Mall (Food Court) 
West Des Moines, IA

We invite all princesses, princes, 
and their chaperons to join us 
for a fun-filled morning of royal 
activities: including breakfast, 
games, photo opportunities 
and crafts. All children are 
encouraged to dress up as their favorite royal.

Register at  
https://cfiowa.org/all-cfi-events/princess-party/

LEARN MORE

JANUARY 17 & 18, 2020 
3000 E Grand Ave  
(The Varied Industries Building -  
Iowa State Fairgrounds) 
Des Moines, IA

Iowa’s largest children’s festival! Bring the 
kids out for two days of fun activities and help 
raise money for Children & Families of Iowa’s 
programs at the same time!

Bernie Lowe sponsor Kathryn Polson;  
Kevin Anderson; Beth Webb and  
Gloria Gray

Golfers of all ages joined the Foundation for Children & Families of 
Iowa on June 24, 2019, for a friendly, multi-generational golf outing. 
Thank you to Terrace Hills Golf Course in Altoona, our generous 
sponsors and participants. Over $10,500 was raised in support of life-
changing programs for Iowans. 

Flight one winners – Jon and Jackson Hummel; flight two winners – 
Mark and Jack McCaulley; flight three winners – Team West Bank, Jon 
Hummel, Dan Hawks, Brent Kimble and Ron Maahs

Equitrust volunteers Jerrica Wynn and 
Marilyn Martin

Central Bank team; Justin Bankers,  
Connor Botteli, Matt Haack of the Miami 
Dolphins, and Ross Junge.
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On July 1, 2019, the Foundation for Children & 
Families of Iowa’s Board of Trustees announced the 
election of Tessie Johnson, PricewaterhouseCoopers 
as the 2019-2020 president. She has served on 
the board for four years. “Tessie’s experience and 
expertise has been a great asset to the Foundation,” 
stated Amy Stapp-Arpy, CDO/VP Development and 
Communications.

Tessie replaces Heath Bullock of SVN | CREATE, now 
serving as past-president. Heath led the board to 
success last year by completing and exceeding all 
strategic goals. “Heath is passionate 
about serving our community and 
advocating for children and families. 
Many thanks to Heath for his 
leadership.”

Foundation Announces 
Board Leadership Transition

Restoring hope. Building futures. Changing lives.

Foundation for  
Children & Families of Iowa
515.697.7972 or www.cfiowa.org

Amy Stapp-Arpy
CDO/VP of Development 
and Communications

Newly elected President,  
Tessie Johnson,  
Foundation Board of Trustees 
2019-2020

Heath Bullock, President, 
Foundation Board of Trustees 
2018-2019


